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Town Nets $500K Park Grant

Lou Donaldson
Boulevard
Approved by
NCDOT
It’s official. North Carolina
Department of Transportation has granted the town’s
request that a 5-mile segment of NC 740 be renamed
“Lou Donaldson Boulevard” in honor of Badin
native and National Endowment for the Arts Jazz
Master “Sweet Poppa Lou”
Donaldson. The next news
announcement will give the
date for unveiling the new
highway sign. Much as his
hometown folks would appreciate his return to Badin,
the next opportunity to see
him means a trip to the Big
Apple. At www.loudonaldson.com you’ll find a “save
the date” for his 96th Birthday Celebration Nov. 7 at
Dizzy’s Club in New York
City. Road trip, anyone?

Badin Waterfront Park is
no longer theoretical after
an announcement from the
state naming Badin as recipient of a $500,000 Parks and
Recreation Trust Fund
(PARTF) grant.
The award isn’t the town’s
final need. Engineering firm
selection and technical facility design still await, before
site preparations can begin
in Phase 1, but it has moved
from hopeful to confirmed.
Of the challenges the town
faced so far, the heftiest
were property ownership
and project funding. Those
factors were tightly bound
because the town’s funding
search had to begin with
property ownership.
In fact, initial planning for

Badin Waterfront Park
began a decade ago with a
Badin Parks Masterplan
created as a blueprint for the
ambitious lakeside amenity,
but the property did not belong to the town which
halted progress. Once ownership was resolved June 2,
2021 when Alcoa Inc. officially donated the 14 acres
to the town, funding be-

came the focus.
From there the town successfully applied for a
$40,000 grant from the Alcoa
Foundation to solicit professional park design. That
achievement coincided with
local leaders’ quest for
North Carolina General Assembly funding.
Badin council and staff
Continued on back

10 Days of Uwharrie Events Coming in October
This NC Outdoor Festival
features events all around
our beautiful Uwharrie region. The Badin Historic Museum, Better Badin, Inc., and
Badin businesses are working with the town to finalize
event plans.

Oct. 14 – Live music by
Dustin Corlee at Loafers and
Legends; Oct. 15 – Disc Golf
Tournament and Jazz and
Wine Concert at the 1913
Badin Inn; Oct. 16 – Fish Fry
from noon – 5 p.m.; Oct. 18 –
Coffee Cupping with James

Wahab at Badin Coffee; Library crafts for adults; Oct. 20
– Mayor Harwood’s Badin
Tour; Oct. 21-22 – Historic
Badin Hardaway Powwow;
Oct. 22 – Best Dam Run; Best
Dam Car Show; Movie on the
Green.

Movie on The
Green
Better Badin’s FREE movie
showing
Saturday, Sept. 10,
is the 2009 animated
Pixar
film, UP. Food
and beverages
will be sold
(cash only) beginning at 7 p.m.
The movie will begin at dark,
weather permitting, in the
green area across from Town
Hall.

Badin Library
Children’s Storytime and
crafts will be held Tuesdays,
Sept. 13 and 27. Adults are invited to a craft class on Tues.
Sept. 20. All events are at 10:30
a.m.
September is Library Card
Sign-up Month, plus it’s the
month to exchange Food for
Fines. A can of food can be
used to pay $1 in late fees.
Stop by the Badin Branch to
get more information.

Attention
Candidates
Sept. 30 is the deadline for
Badin Town Council candidates to submit a brief paragraph to The Villager
introducing their candidacy.
The information will be published prior to the Nov. Election.
Please email Jo Grey:
jo.greync@gmail.com.
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teamed with NC House
Rep. (R) Wayne Sasser, NC
House Rep. (R) Ben Moss
and NC Senator (R) Carl
Ford whose cooperation in
Raleigh produced a state directed grant for Badin in the
amount of $1 million.
With planning grant in
hand, and the locally unprecedented $1 million in
state funding, council and
staff, many of whom were
part of the original effort in
2012, were able to then pursue professional services for
park design planning and
the vital PARTF grant application.
“I want to congratulate
current and former Badin
Town Council members,
our townspeople, Alcoa,
and town staff, for their participation in developing the
town’s park master plan,”

Badin Mayor Anne Harwood said.
With newly acquired
funds, the town hired Benesch Professional Services
Firm who worked with
town staff on a two-pronged
effort to develop both the
Badin Waterfront Park Masterplan, along with the
highly competitive application for statewide PARTF
grant funds in the amount
of $500,000.
The ensuing year was
spent pursuing those goals,
with multiple public input
meetings, certified citizen
surveys, design-plan draft
reviews, and presentations
of plan refinements, among
other key public involvement steps.
The completed masterplan
and $1.5 million in funding
means town officials can
seek service contracts for

engineering and construction, and the search has already begun.
Once complete, Badin Waterfront Park will emerge as
a premier destination in the
Uwharrie region.
“I would like to recognize
our town manager Jay Almond, and Benesch Professional Services for their
work developing the park
plan and writing the
$500,000 Parks and Recreation Trust Fund grant,” Harwood said, “and thank you
to the citizens of Badin for
their patience during this
12-year process from conception to now and persevering
through
the
challenges this goal presented.”
“I look forward to selecting our project engineer and
getting this wonderful park
built.”

Badin Yard Sale

Badin VFD Barbecue

Good to Know

Since fall brings an urge to
purge, turn those cast offs
into cash at the Badin Yard
Sale scheduled for Oct. 1 in
the ALCOA parking lot from
7 a.m. - noon. Sellers can rent
10’x10’ spaces for $10 (payable at the Better Badin table)
and Better Badin will accept
donated items to sell. Everyone is invited to shop. Badin
Coffee will be open for early
morning fortification.

Drive through the ALCOA
parking lot on Sat. Oct. 8 after
11 a.m. and pick up a delicious plate of barbecue
chicken or pork prepared by
Badin VFD.
Plates will be available until
the barbecue runs out.
Come out and get a great
meal all while supporting
Badin’s hardworking volunteers and local emergency
responders.

Badin’s Historic Museum
will be selling made-fromscratch entrees and desserts,
frozen for your convenience
by Dewey’s Bakery, a Winston-Salem favorite.
Gift items, like Moravian
sugar cookies, will also be
available in the Firehouse
Museum on Tues-Fri-Sat.
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., and
Sunday from 2-5 p.m. after
November 19.

Better Badin
Better Badin, Inc. meets Monday, Sept.
12 at 6:30 p.m. at Loafers and Legends,
24 Falls Rd.
Newcomers and longtime residents
alike are encouraged to attend

Sunshine Club
Sunshine Club will meet Tuesday,
Sept. 27 at 10:30 am. in the fellowship
hall of Badin Baptist Church, 28 Falls
Rd.
Please bring a covered dish to share.

Town Business
Town Council meets Tuesday, Sept. 13
at 7 p.m. in the Badin Conference
Center.
Limb and Brush Pickup is Tuesday,
September 6.
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